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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 3/14/05 
is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the data storage medium" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only If the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-30 and 34-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hamilton II et al. U.S. Patent 6,633,977. Hamilton II et al. shows 
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all the claimed subject matter of a device environment configuration system in 
Figures 1-13. 

Regarding claim 1 , a device environment configuration system, 
comprising: a device environment duplication means (computer 140) for 
automatically replicating device environment configuration information to a 
specific system, wherein the device environment configuration information 
specific information contained in system configuration information managed by 
an operating system (here it would UNIX as set out in Col. 2, lines 44-56) of a 
host computer development system used to develop a software application 
program to be run on the specific system to achieve specific functions, (col. 7, 
lines 29-67 set forth all the limitations of this claim) 

Regarding claim 2, wherein the device environment duplication means 
comprises: a same settings generating means (the program generates the 
settings by copying the original settings as set forth in col. 7, lines 29-67 ) for 
generating settings identical to the device environment settings of the host 
computer development system based on the device environment settings of the 
development system recorded to the data storage medium (either a diskette, zip 
disk, hard drive or any other transferable medium, col. 8, lines 30-35); a system- 
specific settings generating means (perm.list, col. 1 1 , lines 9-39) for generating 
system-specific settings that differ according to the specific system based on 
system configuration information managed by the host computer of the specific 
system; and a settings storage means 330 (either a diskette, zip disk, hard drive 
or any other transferable medium, col. 8, lines 30-35) for storing the same 
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settings generated by the same settings generating means and the system- 
specific settings generated by the system-specific settings generating means in 
the system configuration information of the specific system as device 
environment settings for the specific system. 

Regarding claim 3, wherein the same settings generating means 
comprises: means for using device environment configuration information of the 
development system recorded to the data storage medium as the same settings 
information without editing (col. 1 1 , lines 9-39); and means (col. 7, lines 53-65) 
for obtaining the same settings information from the device environment 
configuration information of the development system recorded to the data 
storage medium, except for information that changes based on the hardware 
specifications of the host computer of the specific system. 

Regarding claim 4, wherein the system-specific settings generating means 
comprises: an interface identification number detecting means for detecting the 
interface whereby a specific device in the specific system configuration is 
connected to the specific system and detecting the identification number of the 
detected interface, (this is inherent with the UNIX operating system to detect the 
hardware devices installed) 

Regarding claim 5, wherein the interface detected by the interface 
identification number detecting means is a USB interface (USB interfaces are 
common in removable storage devices such as those listed in col. 8, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 6, further comprising: a device environment configuration 
information storage means 330 (just a different sector of the storage unit) for 
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recording and storing device environment configuration information in the 
development system configuration information managed by the operating system 
of the development system host computer to a data storage medium. 

Regarding claim 7, wherein the device environment configuration 
information storage means 330 comprises: a data selection means for specifying 
one or a plurality of settings in the device environment configuration information 
to be recorded to the data storage medium; a device information detection 
means (the part of the program that looks at a specific area for the user 
information) for finding the settings selected by the data selection means from 
the device environment configuration information; and a device information 
recording means (330) for recording the settings detection means to the specific 
data storage found by the device information medium. 

Regarding claim 8, wherein the settings specified by the data selection 
means is all information in the device environment configuration information, (col. 
7, lines 28-67) 

Regarding claim 9, wherein the settings specified by the data selection 
means is device information for one or a plurality of devices in the device 
environment, (col. 7, lines 28-67, it is inherent that most computers have multiple 
devices such as hard drives, cd-rom drives, floppy drives) 

Regarding claim 10, wherein the settings specified by the data selection 
means is device information for a desired device in the device environment, and 
device information for all devices connected to the desired device by a specific 
connection method, (col. 7, lines 28-67) 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , a device environment configuration method, 
comprising: automatically replicating device environment configuration 
information to a specific system, wherein the device environment configuration 
information is specific information contained in system configuration information 
managed by an operating system (UNIX here) of a host computer development 
system used that develops a software application program to be run on the 
specific system to achieve specific functions, (col. 7, lines 28-67) 

Regarding claim 12, wherein the device environment duplication step 
comprises: (a) generating settings-identical to the device environment settings of 
the host computer development system based on the device environment 
settings of the development system recorded to the data storage medium; (b) 
generating system-specific settings that differ according to the specific system 
based on system configuration information managed by the host computer of the 
specific system; and (c) storing the same settings generated by step (a) and the 
system- specific settings generated by step (b) in the system configuration 
information of the specific system as device environment settings for the specific 
system, (col. 7, lines 28-67 through col. 8, lines 1-66) 

Regarding claim 13, wherein generating settings identical to the device 
environment settings of the host computer development system based on the 
device environment settings of the development system recorded to the data 
storage medium (this happens during the transfer of the data, col. 7, lines 28-52), 
comprises: using device environment configuration information of the 
development system recorded to the data storage medium as the same settings 
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information without editing; and using the device environment configuration 
information of the development system recorded to the data storage medium as 
the same settings information, except for information that changes based on the 
hardware specifications of the host computer of the specific system. (See Figure 
7) 

Regarding claim 14, wherein generating system-specific settings that differ 
according to the specific system based on system configuration information 
managed by the host computer of the specific system, comprises: detecting an 
interface whereby a specific device in the specific system configuration is 
connected to the specific system; and detecting the identification number of the 
detected interface. (See Figure 7, 725) 

Regarding claim 15, wherein the detected interface is a USB interface. 
(USB interfaces are common in removable storage devices such as those listed 
in col. 8, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 16, further comprising: (d) recording and storing device 
environment configuration information in the development system configuration 
information managed by the operating system of the development system host 
computer to a data storage medium. (Figure 6, 640) 

Regarding claim 17, wherein recording and storing device environment 
configuration information in the development system configuration information 
managed by the operating system of the development system host computer to a 
data storage medium, comprises: specifying one or a plurality of settings in the 
device environment configuration information to be recorded to the data storage 
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medium; finding the settings from the device environment configuration 
information; and recording the settings to the specific data storage medium, (see 
figure 6) 

Regarding claim 18, wherein specifying one or a plurality of settings in the 
device environment configuration information to be recorded to the data storage 
medium, comprises: specifying all information in the device environment 
configuration information to be recorded to the data storage medium, (see Figure 
7, 710, 720, 725, 730, ...790) 

Regarding claim 19, wherein specifying one or a plurality of settings in the 
device environment configuration information to be recorded to the data storage 
medium, comprises: specifying device information for one or a plurality of devices 
in the device environment configuration information to be recorded to the data 
storage medium, (see Figure 7, 710, 720, 725, 730, ...790) 

Regarding claim 20, wherein specifying one or a plurality of settings in the 
device environment configuration information to be recorded to the data storage 
medium, comprises specifying device information for a desired device in the 
device environment, and device information for all devices connected to the 
desired device by a specific connection method to be recorded to the data 
storage medium.(See Figure 6) 

Regarding claim 21, a computer program product that executes a device 
environment configuration method, the computer program product comprising a 
data storage medium having computer-readable program code 610 embodied 
therein, the computer program product comprising: computer-readable program 



Application/Control Number: 10/047,445 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2116 

code 610 that is configured to automatically replicate device environment 
configuration information to a specific system, wherein the device environment 
configuration information is specific information contained in system configuration 
information managed by an operating system of a host computer development 
system used to develop a software application program to be run on the specific 
system to achieve specific functions, (see figure 6) 

Regarding claim 22, wherein the computer-readable program code 610 
that is configured to automatically replicate device environment configuration 
information to a specific system (see Figure 6), comprises: (a) computer- 
readable program code that is configured to generate settings identical to the 
device environment settings of the host computer development system based on 
the device environment settings of the development system recorded to the data 
storage medium (this happens in step 640); (b) computer-readable program code 
that is configured to generate system-specific settings that differ according to the 
specific system based on system configuration information managed by the host 
computer of the specific system; and (c) computer-readable program code that is 
configured to store the same settings generated by step (a) and the system- 
specific settings generated by step (b) in the system configuration information of 
the specific system as device environment settings for the specific system. (See 
figure 4, and col. 7, lines 28-67) 

Regarding claim 23, wherein computer-readable program code 610 that is 
configured to generate settings identical to the device environment settings of the 
host computer development system based on the device environment settings of 



Application/Control Number: 10/047,445 Page 10 

Art Unit: 21 16 

the development system recorded to the data storage medium, comprises: 
computer-readable program code 610 that is configured to use device 
environment configuration information of the development system recorded to the 
data storage medium 330 as the same settings information without editing; and 
computer-readable program code that is configured to use the device 
environment configuration information of the development system recorded to the 
data storage medium as the same settings information, except for information 
that changes based on the hardware specifications of the host computer of the 
specific system, (col. 7, lines 28-67 through col. 8, lines 1-66) 

Regarding claim 24, wherein computer-readable program code 61 0 that is 
configured to generate system-specific settings that differ according the specific 
system based on system configuration information managed by the host 
computer of the specific system, comprises: computer-readable program code 
610 that is configured to detect an interface whereby a specific device in the 
specific system configuration is connected to the specific system, and detect the 
identification number of the detected interface, (see Figure 7) 

Regarding claim 25, wherein the detected interface is a USB interface. 
(USB interfaces are common in removable storage devices such as those listed 
in col. 8, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 26, further comprising: (d) computer-readable program 
code that is configured to record and store device environment configuration 
information in the development system configuration information managed by the 
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operating system of the development system host computer to a data storage 
medium, (see Figure 7) 

Regarding claim 27, wherein computer-readable program code 610 that is 
configured to record and store device environment configuration information in 
the development system configuration information managed by the operating 
system of the development system host computer to a data storage medium, 
comprises: computer-readable program code that is configured to specify one or 
a plurality of settings in the device environment configuration information to be 
recorded to the data storage medium; computer-readable program code that is 
configured to find the settings from the device environment configuration 
information; and computer-readable program code that is configured to record 
the settings to the specific data storage medium, (see figures 6-7) 

Regarding claim 28, wherein computer-readable program code that is 
configured to specify one or a plurality of settings in the device environment 
configuration information to be recorded to the data storage medium 330, 
comprises: computer-readable program code that is configured to specify all 
information in the device environment configuration information to be recorded to 
the data storage medium 330. 

Regarding claim 29, wherein computer-readable program code 610 that is 
configured to specify one or a plurality of settings in the device environment 
configuration information to be recorded to the data storage medium, comprises: 
computer-readable program code 610 that is configured to specify device 
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information for one or a plurality of devices in the device environment 
configuration information to be recorded to the data storage medium 330. 

Regarding claim 30, wherein computer-readable program code 610 that is 
configured to specify one or a plurality of settings in the device environment 
configuration information to be recorded to the data storage medium 330, 
comprises: computer-readable program code 610 that is configured to specify 
device information for a desired device in the device environment, and device 
information for all devices connected to the desired device by a specific 
connection method to be recorded to the data storage medium, (col. 7, lines 28- 
67) 

Regarding claim 34, a device environment configuration system, 
comprising: a device environment duplication unit 610 adapted to automatically 
replicate device environment configuration information to a specific system, 
wherein the device environment configuration information is specific information 
contained in system configuration information managed by an operating system 
(UNIX) of a host computer development system used to develop a software 
application program to be run on the specific system to achieve specific 
functions. 

Regarding claim 35, wherein the device environment duplication unit 
comprises: a same settings generating unit 420 adapted to generate settings 
identical to the device environment settings of the host computer development 
system based on the device environment settings of the development system 
recorded to the data storage medium 330; a system-specific settings generating » 
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unit adapted to generate system-specific settings that differ according to the 
specific system based on system configuration information managed by the host 
computer of the specific system; and a settings storage unit 200 adapted to store 
the same settings generated by the same settings generating unit and the 
system-specific settings generated by the system-specific settings generating 
unit in the system configuration information of the specific system as device 
environment settings for the specific system, (col. 7, lines 28-67) 

Regarding claim 36, wherein the same settings generating unit, 
comprises: a first unit adapted to use device environment configuration 
information of the development system recorded to the data storage medium 330 
as the same settings information without editing; and a second unit adapted to 
obtain the same settings information from the device environment configuration 
information of the development system recorded to the data storage medium, 
except for information that changes based on the hardware specifications of the 
host computer of the specific system. (See figures 4-7) (each unit is represented 
by each separate sub program) 

Regarding claim 37, wherein the system-specific settings generating unit, 
comprises: an interface identification number detecting unit adapted to detect the 
interface whereby a specific device in the specific system configuration is 
connected to the specific system and to detect the identification number of the 
detected interface, (this is inherent with the UNIX operating system to detect the 
hardware devices installed) 
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Regarding claim 38, wherein the interface detected by the interface 
identiscation number detecting unit is a USB interface. (USB interfaces are 
common in removable storage devices such as those listed in col. 8, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 39, further comprising: a device environment 
configuration information storage unit adapted to record and store device 
environment configuration information in the development system configuration 
information managed by the operating system of the development system host 
computer to a data storage medium, (col. 7, lines 28-67) 

Regarding claim 40, wherein the device environment configuration 
information storage unit comprises: a data selection unit 510 adapted to specify 
one or a plurality of settings in the device environment configuration information 
to be recorded to the data storage medium; a device information detection unit 
505 adapted to find the settings selected by the data selection unit from the 
device environment configuration information; and a device information recording 
unit adapted to record the settings found by the device information detection unit 
to the specific data storage medium 330. 

Regarding claim 41 , wherein the settings specified by the data selection 
unit is all information in the device environment configuration information, (col. 7- 
8) 

Regarding claim 42, wherein the settings specified by the data selection 
unit is device information for one or a plurality of devices in the device 
environment, (see figure 7) 
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Regarding claim 43, wherein the settings specified by the data selection 
unit is device information for a desired device in the device environment, and 
device information for all devices connected to the desired device by a specific 
connection method, (col. 7-8) 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hamilton II, et al. U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0147938 and Torret al. U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0149830 
show similar inventions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John R. Cottingham whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 272-7079. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Thursday, alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571 )272-3670. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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